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D e c e m b e r  4 , 1 9 8 0 . 
L  

P res i den t J oshua  L ede r b e r g , 
T h e  Rocke fe l l e r  Univers i ty,  
1 2 3 0  Yo r k  A venue , 
N e w  Yo r k , N .Y . 1 0 0 2 1 . 

, w  
Dea r  Josh , 

Thank  you  fo r  you r  ve ry  in te rest ing letter o f 
D e c e m b e r  1 , 1 9 8 0  inv i t ing m e  to  se rve  o n  th e  Counc i l  o f you r  
ve ry  exce l len t  un ivers i ty.  

I sha l l  b e  de l i gh te d  to  d o  th is  a n d  expec t to  b e  
ab l e  to  c o m e  to  th e  Janua r y  m e e tin g  o n  th e  2 8 th . T h e  o n e  in  
J une  is n o t qu i te  so  secu re  b ecause  th e  o p en i n g  d a te  fo r  Cec i l  
G r e en 's n e w  med i ca l  c l in ica l  co l l ege  a t O xford has  n o t b e e n  
se t u p  ye t. I wou l d  h o p e  to  m a k e  th e  J une  m e e tin g  as  we l l  o f 
cou rse  if I c an  a r r a nge  th e  d a tes  a t O xford. 

P l ease  assu re  you r  c ha i rman  o f Counc i l ,  D r . J im  L i n en  
th a t I r e ga r d  th is  as  a  ve ry  h i g h  h o n ou r  i n d eed , a n d  I sha l l  d o  
m y ve ry  bes t to  he l p  th e  wonde r fu l  wo rk  o f you r  un ivers i ty  to  
b e c o m e  b e tte r  r ecogn i zed  in ternat iona l ly ,  cer ta in ly  i n  C a n a d a , 
th a n  it m a y  h ave  b e e n  in  th e  pas t. I c a n no t th i nk  o f a  h i ghe r  
qua l i ty  inst i tut ion, a n d  as  you  k now , I h a ve  cove r ed  m o s t o f th e  
wo r l d  i n  m y t rave ls a n d  m y teach i n g . 

I s e nd  you  w h a t m u s t b e  th e  last o f th e  repr in ts  wh i ch  
I h a ve  o n  " The  Cos t o f N o t Do i n g  Med i ca l  Resea r ch " . T h e  r e ques ts 
fo r  repr in ts  h ave  b e e n  c om i n g  in  l ike s now  a n d  I h a ve  neve r  h a d  
so  m a n y  in te rest ing letters a b o u t a  s ing le  br ie f  a r t ic le as  in  
th is  case . I th i nk  it s im p ly m e a n s  th a t p eop l e  a r e  r eady  fo r  
th is  message  a n d  th a t n o w  is th e  tim e  to  t rum p e t it f rom  th e  r o o f- 
to ps . B e i ng  m iser ly  ove r  th e  rea l  h o p e  o f th e  h u m a n  r ace  is 
su re ly  c oun te r - p r oduc tive. I was  ove r  a t th e  G o v e r n m e n t o f B r i t ish 
Co l umb i a  Cab i n e t m e e tin gs  yes te rday  d e fe nd i n g  th e  q ua r te r  b i l l i on  
do l l a rs  o f th e  un ivers i t ies '  b u d g e ts fo r  th e  p rov i nce  a n d  q u o te d  
th e m  m y s ign  o n  m y o ffice d oo r , "If y ou  th i nk  E d u c a tio n  is expens i ve  
try i g no r ance " , a n d  th e  M in ister  s t opped  th e  m e e tin g  wh i l e  h e  w r o te  
th is  d o w n ! Y o u  can  te l l  w h a t th e  Leg is la tu re  is a b o u t to  h ea r  
to d ay . 

A g a i n  Josh , I ve ry  m u c h  app rec i a te  th is  k i nd  inv i tat ion 
a n d  it wi l l  b e  a  g r e a t p l easu re  to  wo rk  wi th y ou  fu r th e r  i n  th e  
fu tu r e . 
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President Joshua Lederberg, (cont'd.) 

With warm regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

William C. Gibson, M.D., F.R.C.P. 
Chairman 
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